Washington, D.C. — The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) applauds the passage of the
Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018. The legislation represents a bipartisan recognition of
the importance of science and data in helping to design and improve policies. COSSA has been closely monitoring
the progress of the evidence-based policymaking movement since the passage of this bill’s precursor legislation,
which established the commission on whose recommendations much of this bill is based.
The overarching message of this bill is that agencies need to reframe their approach to evaluation and evidencebuilding from an activity that is conducted ad hoc to an ongoing process integrated into the everyday operations
of federal programs. COSSA hopes this shift in thinking will provide more opportunities for social scientists from
across the disciplines to contribute their expertise to improving the work of government.
One of the bill’s most important provisions for social scientists in particular is Section 303, which directs that the
government streamline the application process for outside researchers seeking to work with federal data, making
it easier for social scientists to access data from agencies across the government while allowing the government
to set uniform security requirements. Lowering barriers to working with data from multiple sources will allow
researchers to approach problems in new ways, producing more insight into how federal programs impact
communities.
The bill also makes important and long-overdue modernizations to how the government approaches evidence,
including reauthorizing the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act (CIPSEA), which
ensures that federal statistical agencies adhere to strict standards for producing high-quality data while
protecting privacy.
COSSA views this bill as the first step in a longer process of ensuring the government is fully invested in using
science to improve the effectiveness of its operations. We look forward to engaging with our partners in
Congress, federal agencies, and the science community to build on this progress.
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