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FEATURED NEWS

Trump Administration Releases Preliminary Details on FY 2018
Budget

On March 16, the Trump Administration released preliminary, high-level details of its fiscal year
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(FY) 2018 budget request, referred to as a "skinny budget." Full budget details are expected
sometime in May.

There are few surprises in the President's "safety and security" budget blueprint. Major
reductions are proposed for nondefense discretionary programs (including research accounts)
in order to finance S54 billion in increases for the Department of Defense. Of course, to achieve
such areallocation, Congress would need to act to adjust the budget caps that are currently
governing defense and nondefense discretionary spending; the President cannot unilaterally
shift funds from nondefense accounts to defense under current law.

For now, the budget only includes proposals for Cabinet-level departments and a handful of
other "major" agencies. For example, it includes preliminary details for the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) (which would take a $6 billion hit) but not for the National Science Foundation
(NSF). Instead, NSF appears to be lumped in with "Other Agencies," which collectively would
receive a 10 percent cut in FY 2018 (see the chart below). This DOES NOT necessarily mean that
NSF is slated for a 10 percent cut; we will have to wait to see the details in May.

Read on for COSSA's analysis of the FY 2018 proposal as known so far.

COSSA IN ACTION

NAS President Marcia McNutt Answers "Why Social Science?"

This week's Why Social Science guest post comes

from Marcia McNutt, President of the National
Academy of Sciences, who writes about how social
science has helped us learn how to respond to

SOC IAL St e e, e i e mne el
SCIENCE

Last Chance to Attend the 2017 COSSA Science Policy
Conference

With the COSSA 2017 Science Policy Conference & Social Science Advocacy Day just over a week
away, now is your last chance to register. Don't miss this important opportunity to learn about
social science in the Trump Administration, engage with colleagues from across the science and
higher education community, and take action in support social and behavioral science! Check
the Conference website for the most up-to-date information on Conference speakers, sessions,
and logistics.

COSSA Testimony Calls for Funding for NIH, AHRQ, CDC,
Education Programs

On March 8, COSSA submitted testimony to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies for fiscal year (FY) 2018. The
testimony calls for increased funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), Institute for Education Sciences (IES), and
International Education and Foreign Language Programs (Title VI and Fulbright-Hays).

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS
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House Science Committee Begins Conversation on NSF's Future

On March 9, the Research and Technology Subcommittee of the House Science, Space and
Technology Committee held an oversight hearing to discuss the National Science Foundation
(NSF). Witnesses included NSF Director France Cérdova and Allison Lerner, NSF's Inspector
General.

During the questions portion of the hearing, and in response to the concerns of Chairman Smith,
Rep. Lipinski asked how funding priorities are set at NSF. Dr. Cérdova explained the many
inputs, including the input from the National Academy of Sciences, the scientific community,
and experts within the Foundation. When asked specifically about the impacts of social science
in particular, Dr. Cérdova highlighted the contributions the social sciences make to national
security, cybersecurity, and a variety of other areas, adding that "[she] can't think of a sphere of
human endeavor that doesn't need social science to inform it."

Read on for more details.

Senate Committee Holds Hearing: "Saving Lives Through Medical
Research”

While Congress has not yet completed its work on fiscal year (FY) 2017 appropriations,
Congressional committees have begun holding hearing on agencies' FY 2018 budgets. On March
8, the Senate Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies (Labor-HHS) held a hearing, "Saving Lives Through Medical Research," to discuss the
budget of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Hearing witnesses included Thomas J.
Grabowski, Jr., University of Washington School of Medicine; Timothy J. Eberlein, Washington
University, St. Louis; Jennifer M. Sasser, University of Mississippi Medical Center; and Stacey
Schultz-Cherry, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.

Read on for more details.

House Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Holds Hearing
on Lawmakers' Priorities

Reviving the Appropriations Committee's tradition of holding hearings to allow members of
Congress to testify on their priorities within a subcommittee's jurisdiction, on March 1, the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and
Related Agencies (Labor-HHS) heard testimony from Members of Congress on their priorities for
fiscal year (FY) 2018. Throughout the course of the hearing, Subcommittee Chairman Tom Cole
(R-OK) and Ranking Member Rosa Delauro (D-CT) continually urged members to "continue to
advocate for their priorities." Otherwise, Cole cautioned, the Subcommittee would have to
“live within the allocation" it is given by the budget committee. If the Subcommittee has to
adjust to an $18 to $20 billion reduction in its allocation as a result of $54 billion increase in
funding allotted to fund the Department of Defense under the President's proposed FY 2018
budget (see related article), "no part of this budget can escape unscathed," Cole declared.

Read on for more details.

FEDERAL AGENCY & ADMINISTRATION NEWS

OBSSR Director Comments on 2017-2021 Strategic Plan

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Director
William (Bill) Riley recently released commentaries on the office's 2017-2021 Strategic Plan
three scientific priorities.
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e Priority One: Improve the synergy of basic and applied behavioral and social sciences
research

e Priority Two: Enhance and promote the research infrastructure, methods, and measures
needed to support a more cumulative and integrated approach to behavioral and social
sciences research

e Priority Three: Facilitate the adoption of behavioral and social sciences research findings
in health research and in practice.

National Medal of Science, National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Nominations Open

Nominations are being accepted for potential recipients of the National Medal of Science and
the National Medal of Technology and Innovation. The National Medal of Science recognizes
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to knowledge in the physical, biological,
mathematical, engineering, or behavioral or social sciences. The National Medal of Technology
and Innovation is awarded to individuals, teams, companies, or divisions of companies for
contributions to America's economic, environmental, and social well-being. Nominations for
both Medals are due by April 7, 2017. Medal of Science nominations may be submitted here.
Medal of Technology and Innovation nominations may be submitted here.

PUBLICATIONS & COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ad Hoc Group Issues Statement Responding to the President's FY
2018 Budget for NIH

COSSA, as a member of the steering committee of the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research,
joined a statement responding to the President's FY 2018 budget request proposing a 18 percent
cut to the NIH's budget (see related article). The statement calls on "Congress to reject the
inexplicable and impractical proposed cuts to NIH and to continue its tradition of investmentin
medical science." The Group also stated that it looks "forward to working with lawmakers to
finalize an FY 2017 spending package with $34.1 billion for NIH - as approved nearly unanimously
by the Senate Appropriations Committee in June 2016. We also urge Congress to continue this
budget trajectory with a S2 billion increase over FY 2017 for NIH in FY 2018, in addition to funds
included in the 21st Century Cures Act for targeted initiatives."

IES Coalition Sends Letter to Appropriations Subcommittee
Leadership in Support of Agency

On March 10, COSSA joined the Friends of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES), a coalition of
organizations committed to supporting the essential role of IES, on a letter to the Labor, Health,
and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee (Labor-
HHS) in support of IES. The letter urges the Subcommittee to provide $670 million in funding for
IES in fiscal year (FY) 2018. The letter also states that the request, consistent with other
scientific coalitions, "builds on the FY 2016 final appropriations, accounting for inflation over the
past two years as well as four-percent growth."

Friends of NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Submit
Statement in Support of OBSSR

On March 9, COSSA, as co-chair of the Friends of NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research
(Friends of NIH BSSR) with the American Psychological Association (a COSSA founding member),
submitted a statement for the record in support of the National Institutes of Health and its
Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR). The statement emphasizes that the
behavioral and social sciences are integral to the NIH mission and highlights the fact NIH
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supports behavioral and social science research throughout its 27 institutes and centers. The
Friends of NIH BSSR is a coalition of professional organizations, scientific societies, and research
institutions concerned with the promotion of and funding for research in the social and
behavioral sciences.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

e FDA: Advancing Conformance with the Voluntary National Retail Food Regulatory
Program Standards (VNRFRPS) (U18) (REA-FD-17-007)
e NIH: Click here for a list of recent NIH funding opportunities.

COSSA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

COSSA Members Join March for Science

Several COSSA member organizations, including the American Anthropological Association,
American Association of Geographers, American Educational Research Association, American
Psychological Association, American Sociological Association, Linguistic Society of America,
Society for Social Work and Research, and the Society for the Psychological Study of Social
Issues have partnered with the March for Science. COSSA had previously announced its
partnership with the March in February (a complete list of partner organizations is available
here). The March will take place on April 22 in Washington, DC and at more than 300 satellite
locations around the world.

Like science more generally, the March for Science is nonpartisan. It is not intended as a protest
or demonstration against any one party or politician's position. Instead, the event will be a
celebration of science, promoting positive messages about the ways scientific research serves
humankind. Those interested in following COSSA's activities related to the March can sign up to
receive periodic email updates.

EVENTS CALENDAR

e Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting, March 21-25, 2017, Kansas City, MO

e AERA Centennial Lecture: Charles Payne - The Limits of Schooling, the Power of Poverty,
March 23, 2017, Detroit, M

e COSSA 2017 Science Policy Conference &Social Science Advocacy Day March 29-30, 2017,
Washington, DC

e Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, March 29-April 1, 2017, San Diego, CA

e Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, March 29-April 1, 2017, Greenville, SC

e Midwest Sociological Society Annual Meeting, March 30-April 2, 2017, Milwaukee, WI

e American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, April 5-9, 2017, Boston, MA

e Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, April 6-9, 2017, Chicago, IL

e Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting, April 6-8, 2017, Austin, TX

e AERA Centennial Lecture: Russell Skiba - School Discipline: Issues of Equity and
Effectiveness, April 12, 2017, Boston, MA

e Southwestern Social Science Association Annual Meeting, April 12-15, 2017, Austin, TX

e March for Science, April 22, 2017, Washington, DC

e 10th Matilda White Riley Behavioral and Social Sciences Honors, April 25, 2017, Bethesda,
MD

e American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, April 27-May 1, 2017, San
Antonio, TX

e Population Association of America Annual Meeting, April 27-29, 2017, Chicago, IL

e American Association for Public Opinion Research Annual Conference, May 18-21, 2017,
New Orleans, LA
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A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA events

page.

COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed in
the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to jmilton@ cossa.org.

REGISTER NOW!

Social Science Advocacy Day
March 29-30, 2017 * Washington, DC

Consortium of Social Science Associations

Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association

American Association for Public Opinion Research

American Economic Association

American Educational Research Association
American Political Science Association
American Psychological Association
American Society of Criminology

American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Association of American Law Schools

Law and Society Association

Linguistic Society of America

Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America

Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
American Psychosomatic Society
Association for Asian Studies

Members

Colleges and Universities

Arizona State University

Boston University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Clark University

Columbia University

Cornell University

Duke University

Fielding Graduate University

Florida State University

George Mason University

George Washington Univeristy, The
Georgetown University

Harvard University

Howard University

Indiana University

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University

New York University

North Carolina State University
Northwestern University

Ohio State University, The
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University

Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey
Stanford University

Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management
Association of Academic Survey Research Organizations

Texas A&M University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine

Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Council on Social Work Education
Economic History Association

History of Science Society

Midwest Sociological Society

National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
North American Regional Science Council
Rural Sociological Society

University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Chicago

University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Illinois
University of lowa

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

University of Minnesota

University of Missouri
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Social Science History Association University of Nebraska, Lincoln

Society for Research on Adolescence University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Society for Social Work and Research University of Oklahoma
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues University of Pennsylvania
Society of Behavioral Medicine University of South Carolina
Southern Political Science Association University of Texas, Austin
Southern Sociological Society University of Texas, San Antonio
Southwestern Social Science Association University of Virginia
University of Washington
Centers and Institutes University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
American Academy of Arts and Sciences West Virginia University
American Academy of Political and Social Science Yale University

Center for Advanced Studyin the Behavioral Sciences
Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research
Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
Owens Institute for Behavioral Research, University of Georgia
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

COSSA
Executive Director: Wendy A. Naus
Deputy Director: Angela L. Sharpe
Assistant Director for Public Affairs: Julia Milton
Government Relations Associate: Camille Hosman

Address all inquiries to COSSA at newsletter@ cossa.org. Telephone: (202) 842-3525

The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for social and behavioral science research and federal policies that positively impact
the conduct of research.

ISSN 0749-4394.
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