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Analysis of the FY 2016 Omnibus Appropriations Bill and
Implications for Social and Behavioral Science Research

On December 15, House and Senate negotiators unveiled their final fiscal year (FY) 2016 omnibus
appropriations bill, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016 (H.R. 2029), which includes all 12
of the individual appropriations bills and totals $1.15 trillion.

Congress passed another short term continuing resolution (CR) on Wednesday to allow
enough time for the House and Senate to pass the massive spending bill and for the
President to sign it, which he has indicated he would. Policymakers now have until
December 22 to achieve final passage. Assuming the House can pass the bill on Friday-which
will require the support of several Democrats since many conservative Republicans oppose
the final agreement-the FY 2016 process could wrap up by the end of the week, at which
time Members of Congress and staff will head home for the holidays, drawing to a close the
first session of the 114"
assured.

Congress. However, at the time of this writing, passage is not

Should the bill pass, the final result for social and behavioral science funding in FY 2016 is
positive. Compared to where we were just a few months ago-with major cuts proposed for
social science accounts at several agencies-we are closing out the year in a better situation
than many anticipated. This outcome can be largely attributed to the bipartisan budget deal
that was brokered earlier in the fall, which provided much needed relief from sequestration
and the tight discretionary spending caps. In addition, our champions on the Hill worked
tirelessly on our behalf during these final negotiations to stave off devastating cuts to many
of our programs.

The following pages include analysis of the final bill and accompanying report language as
they pertain to social and behavioral science research.

The text of the bill and explanatory statement can be viewed on the House Rules Committee
website.

Read on for COSSA's agency-by-agency analysis of the FY 2016 omnibus.

Save the date!
COSSA's 2016 Annual Meeting will take place on March 15 & 16.
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http://www.cossa.org/2015/11/03/with-budget-deal-in-the-books-work-turns-to-finalizing-2016-spending-bills/
https://rules.house.gov/bill/114/hr-2029-sa
http://www.cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/FY-2016-Final-Omnibus-Analysis-Dec-2015.pdf
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