
CoNSORTiuM of SociAl SciENCE AssociA1ioNs 
1755 MASSACHusEns AvENuE, N.W., SuilE }00, WAsl-tiNq10N, D.C. 200}6 • (2021 2}4-570} 

TO: COSSA Members, Affiliates, Contributors, and Friends 

FROM: Roberta Balstad Miller, Executive Director 

COSSA LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
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This Week ... 

National Science Foundation 
OMB Disolves the Statistical Policy Branch 
Public Health Service Reauthorization 
National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institute Qf Education 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
New OMB Policy 

* * * 

National Science Foundation 

A final date has not been set for the House floor de bate 
and vote on the National Science Foundation authorization . It 
is still tentatively scheduled for the week of May 10 , but if 
it does not take place then, it will certainly take place the 
week of May 17. This is the time both to send a mailgram and 
to phone your Congressman asking that he or she support the 
Science and Technology Conunittee authorization for NSF (H.R. 
5748 ) without amendment. If your Congressman has been supportive 
on this issue, ask if he or she is willing to make a stateme nt 
supporting the Committee bill during the floor debate. COSSA 
would be happy to provide background materials for use in pre­
paring such a statement. Please call the COSSA off ice if you 
wish to have materials sent to your Congres sman or if you 
wish to h a ve the COSSA staff visit your Congre ssman ' s office. 

OMB Dissolves Statistical Policy Branch 

On April 23 , the Office of Ma na geme nt and Budget (OMB) 
announced that it would dissolve its Statistical Policy Branch 
as of Friday, April 30. Most of the statis tical policy staff 
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OMB Dissolves Statistical Policy Branch (continued) 

will be reassigned to information and regulatory management 
reponsibilities in OMB. Over the past several decades, federal 
support for statistical planning and coordination has been 
gradually declining. However OMB's recent action, according 
to Katherine K. Wallman, Director of the Council of Professional 
Associations on Federal Statistics (COPAFS) , "marks the end of 
statistical policy as an identifiable function within the United 
States government. For the first time in more than fifty years, 
no individual will serve as chief statistician for the United 
States." (See attachment 1) 

Public Health Service Reauthorization 

COSSA submitted testimony to the House Subcommittee on 
Health and the Environment on the Public Health Service reauthor­
ization bill (H.R. 5919) this week. The testimony called for 
changes in the legislation to provide that at least seven repre­
sentatives from the fields of public policy, law, health policy, 
economics, management, sociology, anthropology, statistics, 
psychology, and linguistics be appointed to the Advisory Board 
of the National Institutes of Health and that an equivalent 
number of social and behavioral scientists be appointed to the 
advisory boards of each of the National Institutes and the 
advisory boards of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health 
Administration and its member institutes. COSSA also urges that 
the legislation encourage and support agency research in the 
scoial and behavioral as well as the biological, medical, and 
other health-related sciences. COSSA endorsed the provision 
in the legislation that places the National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS) and the National Center for Health Service s 
Research (NCHSR) within the National Institutes of Health. 

The Subcommittee held a mark up for the legislation on 
Thursday, May 6, and decided against changing the requirements 
for representation on the NIH and ADAMHA advisory boards. The 
National Center for Health Services Research was placed within 
the National Institutes of Health, but the National Center for 
Health Statistics will not be moved to NIH. It will remain 
administratively within the Office of the Secretary. 



COSSA LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
May 7, 1982 
Page 3 

National Institute of Mental Health 

COSSA presented testimony on the National Institute of 
Mental Health (NIMH ) before the Senate Appropriations Subcom­
mittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education on 
Wednesday, May, 5. The testimony stressed the inequity of the 
relevance criteria used in prescreening proposals for extra­
mural research in the social and behavioral sciences . Although 
all proposals submitted to NIMH must, according to NIMH, "state 
the mental health problems to which the proposal pertains ," only 
proposals in the social and behavioral sciences must in addition 
show that the research is "clearly relevant to mental illness 
and health" or be "explicitly focused on mental health." This 
more stringent relevance requirement for social and behavioral 
science research discourages the submission and fund ing of 
proposals in this area. COSSA has prepared draft report language 
for the Subcommitte to consider that urges that the relevance 
requirements at NIMH be the same for proposals in all disciplines. 

National Institute of Education 

See attachment 2. 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior and 
Related Agencies held hearings for outside witnesses on the 
National Endowment for the Humanities on Friday, May 7. Prior 
to the hearing, COSSA sent letters to the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee, Sidney Yates, and to all the Subcommittee members 
urging that NEH funding be restored to $148 million . The letter 
stressed the importance of NEH support for scholarly research 
in a number of COSSA disciplines. A similar letter was sent to 
Senator James A. McClure, Chairman of the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies. 

The following people have been nominated for membership on 
the National Council on the Humanities: 

Lawrence Chickering, Exe cutive Director, Institute for 
Contemporary Studies, San Francisco, CA 

Jeffrey Hart, Professor of English, Dartmouth College 
Gertrude Himmelfarb, Distinguished Professor of History , 

Graduate School , C.U.N.Y. 
J. Clayburn LaForce, Professor of Economics and De an, 

Graduate School of Management, U.C.L .A . 
Rita Ricardo Campbell, Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution 

on War, Revolution and Peace, Stanford University 
Peter Stanlis, Distinguished Professor of Humanities, 

Rockford College, Rockford, IL 
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New OMB Policy 

Administration officials, including research and statistical 
agency heads, have been prohibited from answering any questions 
in Congressional hearings about their use of possible budget 
increases. This new policy sharply restricts the information 
available to the Congress in making its budget decisions. The 
OMB memorandum establishing the policy is enclosed. (See 
attachment 3) 

Late News - Senate Authorization for NSF 

The Senate Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and Space, 
under its chairman Senator Harrison Schmitt, will mark up the 
NSF authorization on Tuesday, May 11. (This Subcommittee is 
engaged in a jurisdictional dispute with the Senate Committee 
on Labor and Human Resources for responsibility for the NSF 
authorization, both committees are reporting authorizations 
for NSF.) The Chairman of the Subcommittee will recommend that 
$5 million be added to the administration's recommendations for 
the social and behavioral science research programs in NSF and 
that $5 million also be added for Science and Engineering Educa­
tion. In addition, the Chairman is recommending that $10 million 
be set aside for research programs jointly funded by industry 
and the Foundation. These programs could be in any of the 
sciences and engineering, including the social and behavioral 
sciences. 
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·Statistics· Unit Raises . . 

1 : ~eW Oritcry On Cuts 

. :tJc ·:: .... sbL.~~on ~~"st 
Tuesday, May '1·, 1982 

~ .·:, . . , By Pete En~ley . : -; ties: "W,e expect tfl ii..-1ue a full .expla· .f ·becuuRe of budget cuts. BLS hm1 
[' · • w1i.11111~ton l'o•tll~~rrwrl t.cr ._ notion m ·the near future uhout the . ·ended 19 studies, stopped nil travel 
~ A decision by the Office of Man· changes," said Onie. . ~ 011d foiled to replace 100 employe~ . 
-~ ·ogement nnd Budget to restructure . The R.i7.e an~I power of the stntis·: j who quit or retired this year. The 
l its Statistical , ·Policy "Branch hus · t~cal unit, which has · he.en around .,_~ agency . h~s asked (pr ·nn emergency 
) raised new complaints that the Rea- ,. s111ce the days of Fn~nklm D. Hoo· · $5.6 · ~ilhon appropriation which·, it 
\, gnn administration i!I cutting federal ~evelt, has heen s.tea<lil~ d~wngrac~ed says, 1t needs "to maintain the nccu· 
, statistical programs too deeply. · m recenf years . . The . of.f1ce, which .: rncy" of such key economic indicn· 
' News of a reorganization of the ·had as mnny as 70 stnlf members tors ns the Consumer Price Index. ·. 
, , policy unit, which oversees ·nnd co· · som.e 30 years ogo, now_ has . the L The Census Bureau hos dropped a . 
~·. ordin~tes government statistical'· equ1v.alent of 91

/2 f uH-~i~e pos.itions. ~ost of studies and. decided not to ' 
· studies, recently leaked out·of OMB Pnvately, ~~R o~f1cials 1m1d ooe fund a new five-year census in 1985 . . 

1· ofter the unit's employes reportedly · ~enson the ~m1t is hen~g. restruc.tured ~t ~as olso _canceled a special sample , 
were told they would he rem~signed . is hecuus.e it h~s been meff~ct~v~, a.. m its L98a census of.ogriculture and . 

. A few hours after that. meeting,· ·charge ~1th which many stot~st~c~ans stopped coll~ct!ng farm data from ; 
Rep ... Henry S. Reuss (D-Wis.), chair·• ogree. Lven s~>, many 8tat1st1c1ans G~iam, the V1rgm Islands ond Puerto · 
man of the ,Joint Economic Commit·· sny the government needs a central Rico. 

.i tee, sent OMR Director David A,' st~tistics office. . . Many of the programs being 
L Stockman o telegrnm usking. why the fhe feeler~! ~overnment ~as more· trim!11ed helped the government 
~ office was being "a)>olishecl." than 70 ~tatist1cal programs run by monitor how iLci program~ were being 

"OMR's nttion iH a further step ma~y different dep~rtme.nL'., ex· uRed : Others ~elped policy mokers 
backward for in telligent nnd in• . pl~med Cour.tenay Slater, former prechct economic trends. . 

:· formed policy making and will only chief econom1s~ at the Com~erre A million dollars saved today 
confirm tho:ie who have dark fears of !)epart~nent. W1~l10ut one co<~rdmat- through short-sighted ·reductions in 
o massive statistical · cover-up in the . 1~g t~nit, sh~ smc.l, the qunl~ty nnd the budgets for statistical programs 
.making," Rew~'! wrote. . · t11neltnes!! ot JllUJOr economic ~Into could lead to erroneou11 decisions• 

. Rep: Paul Simon (0-111.), chair· .. •would he th.reate.ned. . . 1 thot would emit the private· and puh-
man of a House Budget Committee ' . Nohel ~rize winner Wassily ~·~m lie sectors billions of dollars over the 

. task force stuclying indexing ond en- .. tie.'. also has callee! for ·one. stat1st.irn long run," .John ,J. Casson, ·chief 
titlemenLci, has <1lso written Stock- 0 f!ice. He t?.ld a co.ngresiuonnl .com < nomist for American Express, 
man ancl is circulating a "Dear Col- mittee that th~ Unite~! ?tales 18 the warnecl at a congressional suhcom- . 
league" letter, protesting the "disso- . only ac!voncecl mdustnaltzed count.ry mittee henring in Murch. . 
lution" of the office. . 111, that still docs not pos.cie!!s a real, cen- Witnesses for the US Com · . 

OMB 8pokesman l·~dwin I,. Dale '.:. tral ,stn.tiHtical ~ffic? .. ' n • I sion on Civil Right.'! a~d· the C~
1

it . 
/ .Jr. acknowledged that the Kt.tltisticnL 1:;. '.he reorgnniznt1<m al~o . C~llnes nt dren's Defense Fund told the sub-
unit will he restructured as part of a 11 tune ~hen .many statistician~ 11.ay committee that cut.c; had deprived 

, larger reori.:anization of the Office of ~h~ .~uahty 01 government statistie11 them vitnl data ahout minorities and 
f informotion und llel(ulntory Affairs .~· 18 ~~;copardy. . , ' . the handicnppecl. A 11pokesman for 
; Dale said no finril clcci11ion ha11 been . ~he government" two biggest Mta- the AFL-CIO accused the RJ ,S of 
. mndc, hut he llDid the unit will con- t1Ht1cM collectcm1, the Cemn1~ B~1r~a11 
tinue pcrforminl( its 11tntiRticnl llu- nnd the Burrnu of Lnhor !-itnt111t.u·R, 

have been forced to Hlil'e prol(ntlll~ 

. making "anti-lahor cut.c;," because, he 
said, the agency canceled 'several· 
programs that provide information· 
fol unions to use in negotiations. 

OMB said the cuts were not po­
litical. The programs with the fewest 

. ·users were "cut, Dale said, as part of 
.the government's belt-tightening. 

Earlier this month, the Congres. 
sional Research Ser\tice--..released a · 
53-page study that provoked even· 
more concern ·among statistics 
watchers. The report ·said that bud­
geLci for · stati11tical programs would 
decrease by another 5.1 percent 
under the proposed fiscal 1983 bud· 
gel 
. OMB insists the .budget.c; for Sta· 
tistical programs either will hold 

' 11teady or increase in fiscal 1983 and 
claims· the flow of crucial economic 
dut.a will not he impaired. 

Daniel fl I .evine, a former deputy 
director of the Census Rureau who 
left in January 

0

to join private indu11-
try, agreed that·despite the cuts, the 
governm'ent's most imp<>rtant data is 
as good or better than information 

·. · collectecl in the pu11t. ' 
; Hut, Levine snicl, the real impact 
.. of the cuts could be"'felt "later down 

the road." Young and imaginative 
• statisticians are leaving the govern· 

ment, h,l! said, one! government man- i 
Agers are so busy looking for -pro­
·gram11 to cut that they don't have .. 
time to improve dota collection. 
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;:~.ch~:I}ges at Education Institute. Stir .Tli.filOil 
• < ·su ested researcli'topics' incllid-" '"'the .. laba and . centers eeemed" mort 

, .- · . . . . . , ,He said the purpose of the film is ied u~~on tax credits merit pay for:. ''jnterested in their own welfare. "It'~ 
• · By Charles R. Babcock : ' 1 David Florio, leg1Slative director tn;etrike down sex rol~ stereotypes. \ " . whether 'free-wheetlng;:i"new tn me In oee On interest gi-oo~ 

,, ,._ .. ... ~ -
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hard for !ta little piece of th~ 
' ·1 h search Aosoc1at1on, said h1S group IS • ·•tructure or pre-pro~·~ . . . • , . _ . , 
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been a New Right target because of t ff ts t stud more efrecti've ~( .... i.'''"'. .:"', . , "•. ", · ,, . .'::,· .\>.~ t'ime J'ob." ·~ : \ : ·.j, ficiala and ·mforrnlng: 15 others then 
· its allegedly ltberal, -values·oriented

1

. h 1 th 1 of tyests and schooli· ~.:" /'. .: .......... ·<t'·::: ·?: :·.,: '.\. .·~&".i" Curran said that some of the early,, . contracts =wouldn't ' be , 1 re~ewed. 
t h sc oo s, e ro e ' . . " ,... " " " . ·::.~11·">£"<' • h 1 . M f h h h red oo 1 · researc · ,: · ' . finance and managment, he added. J :{ .. ~?;" ,. · 5· .: ... ,. · .. "'..~::·;·:".~:.:}-:;~~:lt<f'::\ ideas were dropped 1~ t e P anm.ng ' any o t e researc ers are . . 

1
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. In the past month, NIE chief Ed- ·~, C 'd } r centi 'nterv'tew ;I,;:~. , ..... : · ...... ; .: .. .. ~, ·; .· . "'\:~%'.!'~~:· .:' pr,_,..,.,a . but he defended the shift. \·•three-year contracts, outside civil · urran sa1 in a e ~ ·1 ..... : . ..:-.·. .......... .- .. ,.:·:~·~,.N~'· """""• . l.. .1 
'. ward Curran, the 48-,year"!ld for!"er I that the criticisms '" •empty ) . j}i, .. ;, { :.::. :,;,; .... , .. ·:~" > .. , The idea· tn . study the. 1mpat:t , , , '.oervice channels, and .have had theo 
' headmaster at Washington s. Nation·: charges." He acknowledged that he is ~~~:;,j~.ilif:-'Y"" .\d~1;J"i°-~ mother'~ working had ~n h~r ~h~. al 1 . .con~~ i:_ne~ed· ~~re ~!-~wice a~­
' al Cathedral School, has circulated. ushin NIE in 8 new direction: "I .. :;, .. .,iJ;P~.,S .~,4; academic performance, for .'"'"'n.a>, \ 'leedy. · - · -. , 
i proposals to red1rec~ ·reseor~h grants! ~m aw~re that educaUonal research f.' ;~. ~~:.C '*1'.e':;; ~"- "didn't come .tn me .. a nght'.~.ng. . Some of . thoee affec.¥ say. pri­
i·to study conserva~1ve. themes, an-, has to be objective. But I think we'. :_~_·.:::·>~_:·.~._,'..,_,_·.:fl.'., ·: ... ,./ P_·'rn_.,,:j;~:t~lH.:J: bullet: ·he said. "It's a co~~~ 1 'f!..J .vatelY the)"are ~s1der111g a suit, on r noun~d the termination or 1ong- have 00 look .r some 01• the other . '.>t. .li:':i'llL: :it>t;;i;..1, had for~ number of Yo•rs. . .., 1 , ... , , the ~und& their oo..., ... m "' be 
running '?"tracts at ' 17 .. scattered' sides of issu .. that' I feel have been' r1:;:¥R.ff!Y~~. 'if The next step came 1n M~, pickmg on worn•?· who have bee! 

, research . ce~te~ and l~bs, and ignored over the past few years." .'l!:\/R~"'~f¥""' ., when Curran wrote the head of th I 111<18t affected by the cuts. Curran 
.IStllrted reassign mg and f mng lnp . . Educational ,.,.arch often is a i'YA'. t. .. ·'"Y.tlt;;;;;if\11' h 17 regional research labs and centersf, denied .any . sexist i?tent m . the ter-

e"1ployes. Most recenUy, there were . murky area for the uninitia.ted: ;~::F · .,,,.,,_" .;$[ funded by. the govem~ient, telhn.g
1
, minatio~. : I tlunk it's time.In bring 

. rep?rta of a purge or. the. readers who I Members of Congr"' have criticized.' '" . .J '§i( them that he was tennmatmg, their . new hfe, 1~f use .n"': pro~ess1onal e" 
; review research applications. I NIE for being too "ivory tnwer" in. •ta, 'f'>JT oontrac~ a )'Oar early. · . ' ! perti.e •ntn .theinst1tute, he said. , 
.. The result ha! been c.''" of ~!aim I approach and · fo1 oot producing :Jt Jn doing so, he .noted that they.: .. He also said that w~s the reaso• 
· fro~ membera of the t1gh~kmt ed- 1 enough practical help for th~ cl•ss- ·i'ij'.' now would be equired .In compete i be has asked hiaspecial .ass1.stants I< 
[·ucat1onal ~search community who I room teacher and school admin1Stra- . ttr with other gi-oups, ~ather .. than have, look for new gi-ant apphcat1~n read. 
, ~~ ~he actions as an attemptto po- tor. . \.. . a guaranteed fond!ng , level Sm_ce I ·ers. In the pas~ <;urran . ~1d, NIE 
htmze the 300·peraon agency. Some Conservative groups saw bigger NIE was estllbliahed •m .1973, '~ ·oeemed to rely on "a certam part ol 

•view Curra?'• assistenta, Larry U1.0ll, problems. When the Heritage Foun- budget has dropped from $136 mlll ita cobstituency" irt picking peer re: 
a former aide to Sen. ,John P. F~st dation issued .. its conseivative blue-• EDWARD CURRAN 

1 
: • lion to $53.4 million, with level fund . view groups. "If the.,,•s ~ ~n ·~· 

(R-N.C.)., and Tom AS1ck, of. the print for change before Ronald Rea- . .. .criticisms are••empty charg" ' · 
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ing proposed for fiacal 1983 ... · " ! oence of the conservati~e ·VI~, we l 
conserv•t1ve t~ink t<mk !1eritage gan's election, it said that the results ·. '!'en yearn ago, the labs and cen-, try-to make 1ure there IS a 'jjrel;enci 

· ~ound~tion, ·as t~e political opera· pf federally funded educational ~e· be concerned with sex role stereo- ters got $34 million, one quarter ~f .. of a conservative view." · ' ' I ;.i 
. t1ves with . Curmn as the (ront .man. • search ~ere "at b~•t spotty and m- types," he said. "I question whether NIE'• budget. They now get $28 ~" ~ 

Paul Hill, a former NIE research- conc!uS1ve; at worst, the~ have been we &hould spend tllxpayer dollars on;. lion, more than half the budget. · , 

0 er · n~w with ~he" Rand Corp. in progra~s for in~~ctrinating st~dents that problem when we oug~t to be, , - Some lab d~rectors.were quoted 811 o 
Washmgtnn, said, They clearly are in ethical relat1v1Sm and social de- worrying more about how to 1mprove

1 
&aying they d1d~'t mmd the compe- § 

trying to chang6\the direction ?f the . termlnism." student achievement." . ·~ :. tition, but were fearful that Currah ro 
· institute from what they perceive as · Jn ite first-year report card on the The internal battle between · the would uae the fresh money In bank- ~ 

being liberal,· pro-minor.ity, using j Department of Education, .it added newcomers and the entrenched ~e- ' · roll the New Right's research agen­
education as a tool of social change. that the department c~ntmued to searchers first gained public nottce da. The NIE director retorted th~t 
They're turning away. from that to,, a fund "nu'!'ero~s qucst1?nabl~ re· in February when copie:' · o~ the 1983 
much more.conservative appr?~ch: I se11rch proJec!JI. Curran 1~ ~u1ck. to and 1984 planning gu1dehnes were 

put a NIE-funded ~emm1Ht film leaked to the trade .press. 
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March29, 1982 CIRCULAR NO. A- 10 
Revised 

Transmittal Memorandum No . 1 

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENrs AND 

SUBJECT: Respons1b1lities for disclosure 
budget 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

with respect to the 

This transmittal memorandum amends paragraph 4.d of OMB 
Circular No. A-10, Revised, dated November 12, 1976. Paragraph 
4.d is changed to read: 

4.d. In responding to specific questions on pro­
gram and appropriation requests, witnesses will 
refrain from providing plans for the use of appro- . 
pr1at1ons that exceed the President's request. Wit­
nesses, typically, bear responsibility for the con­
duct of one or a few programs, whereas the President 
must weigh carefully all of the needs of the Federal 
Government, and compare them against each other and 
against the revenues available to meet such needs. 
Where appropriate, witness e s should call attention to 
this difference in scope of resp onsibility in 
explaining why it is not proper for them to support 
efforts to raise appropriations above the amounts 
requested by the President. 

This change is effective imm ediately. 

~,ttA.~--
David A. Stockman 
Director 


