
 

 

 

COSSA is a nonprofit national organization serving as a united voice for more than 100 professional associations, 
scientific societies, research centers and institutes, and colleges and universities who care about a robust social and 
behavioral scientific research enterprise. We represent the collective science policy interests of all fields of social and 
behavioral science research, including but not limited to sociology, anthropology, political science, psychology, 
economics, statistics, language and linguistics, population studies, law, communications, educational research, 
criminology and criminal justice research, geography, history, and child development.  

Learn more at www.cossa.org 

 

Housed within the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 
(AFRI) is the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) premier peer-reviewed grants program for basic and applied 
agricultural research. COSSA urges Congress to appropriate $700 million for AFRI for FY 2017, the full amount 
authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill. COSSA also urges strong support for NIFA’s other capacity-
building programs. 
 
AFRI invests in research that will help us: 

 Enhance the safety, quality, and nutrient value of the food supply through better 
understanding of human behavior and economic incentives. 

 Improve quality of life and alleviate poverty in rural areas by studying markets, 
demographic changes, consumer preferences and behavior, and decision-making. 

 Find new ways to reduce childhood obesity, improve school nutrition programs, and 
promote healthy behaviors. 

 Develop solutions to water constraints and address social and economic barriers to adoption of 
conservation practices. 

 Help farmers, ranchers, and rural communities adapt to climate variation, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and improve the sustainable production of food and other agricultural goods. 

 Support and train the next generation of researchers in the agriculture and food sciences. 
 

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) produces timely, accurate, and useful 
statistics covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. COSSA urges Congress to appropriate 
$176.6 million for NASS to enable it to continue to provide the information necessary to keep 
agricultural markets stable and efficient and to help maintain consistency for all users of 
agricultural statistics. 
 

The Economic Research Service (ERS) conducts sound, peer-reviewed economic and social 
science research that measures the health of the farm sector through data on farm income, the 
health of the agriculture sector including trade, and the food security system both in the U.S. and 
abroad. COSSA urges Congress to appropriate $91.3 million for ERS.

 


