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What is Social Science? 
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“Social science is the process of 

describing, explaining and 

predicting human behavior 

and institutional structures in 

interaction with their 

environments…”. 

NOAA Science Advisory Board.



We’ve come a long way
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2003 NOAA SAB Social 

Science Review Panel Report

2009 Social Sciences 

Working Group Report

2013 Social Science 

Needs Assessment

2014 Social Science Tiger 

Team Recommendations



Results of 

Social Science Needs Assessment
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NOAA committed to this assessment in our response to the 2009 SAB 

report on Social Sciences, “Integrating Social Science into NOAA Planning, 

Evaluation, and Decision Making: A Review of Implementation to Date and 

Recommendations for Improving Effectiveness”.

“…understanding 
of the interaction 
between human 
activities and the 
Earth system…”



Measuring and communicating 

NOAA’s Benefit to society
In the spotlight: Valuing NOAA Products and Services

5NOAA issues its Winter Outlook

An end to Overfishing

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TaiUqfoBMNAS0M&tbnid=zfW1y7dgD_zBoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/business/OHare-Better-Late-than-Never.html&ei=TrLJUbClNce24APNv4GACA&bvm=bv.48293060,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHc2yZS1lROtUE_FXZzK-a8rLn_mg&ust=1372259263389363
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TaiUqfoBMNAS0M&tbnid=zfW1y7dgD_zBoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/business/OHare-Better-Late-than-Never.html&ei=TrLJUbClNce24APNv4GACA&bvm=bv.48293060,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHc2yZS1lROtUE_FXZzK-a8rLn_mg&ust=1372259263389363
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/national_forecast/natfcst.php
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/national_forecast/natfcst.php


Socioeconomic Aspects of Disasters and Hazards
In the spotlight:  Risk Communication and behavior
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Marine and coastal ecosystem management
In the spotlight: Valuing Ecosystem services
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we connect people with NOAA’s mission

47%
researchers

24%
Program 

managers

20%
Project managers

8%
Other

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Economics

Environmental Studies

Anthropology

Political Science and Policy

Meteorology

Communications and Education

Public Administration and Management

Fisheries Sciences

Geography

Sociology

Biology

Oceanography

Business

Ecology

History and Literature

Human Dimensions

Engineering

International Affairs

Psychology

Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics

Law

training
20% Economics

11% Environmental Studies

9% Anthropology
9% Political Science and Policy
7% Meteorology
6% Communications and Education
6% Public Administration and Management



we connect people with NOAA’s mission

“Thank-you for your leadership here! The social sciences are integral to the success of our 

mission. It has been a tremendous challenge over the past couple of decades or so in getting our 

physical science based agency (NWS) to understand that. Always more that can be done but we 

have come a long way.” 



CHALLENGES REMAIN
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• Institutionalizing 

social science

• Increasing 

capacity



Looking Ahead:  

A Vision for Social Science at NOAA
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Thank you!
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NOAA Economics and Social Sciences:  

http://www.ppi.noaa.gov/economics/

To sign up for NOAA’s Social Science 

Newsletter, contact:

ppi.socsci@noaa.gov

http://www.ppi.noaa.gov/economics/
mailto:ppi.socsci@noaa.gov

